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Dear Parents, Grandparents, Community,
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PUBLIC HOLIDAY

PUPIL FREE DAY

Dear Community Members of Great Western

Rod and | cannot thank you enough for your kindness
and generosity on the recent loss of our home.

When something like this happens, you expect your fami-
ly and friends to help, but the support we have received
from people we do not know has left us feeling very
humble, emotional, and with a renewed sense of com-
munity connection.

Your fundraising efforts have enabled us to buy some
essentials that has made things a lot easier for us. Your
willingness to help us during this challenging time will
stay with us forever.

To Kerri-Ann and the team at Great Western Primary
School, and Tim Shalders for approaching people for do-
nations — thank you so much. To the organisations and
people who donated something for the raffle, thank you.
Finally, to anyone who contributed in any way, thank
you.

We are in your debt, and feel inspired to pay it forward,
in whatever way we can.

With heartfelt thanks,

Rodney Davis & Christine Fiscalini

Cluster Day
Monday 2nd March

We will be hosting our first Cluster Day for the year this
Monday. Students from Concongella Primary School and
Halls Gap Primary School will join our students in an
Emergency Services Day. We will have members from the
CFA, SES as well as the Royal Flying Doctors.

We look forward to a great day.

All students to wear full school uniform.

Great Western Primary School

February 26th, 2026

Principal: Kerri-Ann Harris

Swimming Program
Our swimming program will continue tomorrow after-

noon. Students may be collected from the pool at
3:00pm if this suits parents. Please let us know prior to
11am on the day if you would like to collect your child
so that children are organised with their school bags.

Students will travel to and from venue by bus or pri-
vate vehicle.

Please ensure that your child has lunch at school on
these days, as sometimes we venture into Stawell for
lunch at the park.

Students are reminded to bring along

e Bathers

e Towel

e Bag for wet clothes
e  Full uniform (polo and black shorts) with runners

Smile Squad
Smile squad will be coming to our school on Tuesday

10th and Wednesday 11th March. Smile Squad offer
high quality dental care.
This is a free service to all children.

PLEASE ENSURE YOU COMPLETE THE PERMISSION
FORM. A LINK HAS BEEN ATTACHED TO THIS

NEWSLETTER.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY 18th MARCH

NEW MEMBERS NEEDED-PLEASE CONTACT

KERRI-ANN IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A
MEMBER. Nomination forms available from office.

Meetings take place twice a term (8 times a year), it
is a great opportunity for you to share ideas and add
to the future direction of the school.

Please see information/timeline for
nominations




2026 ENROLMENTS

If you or know anyone you know who would like to enrol
their child for
2026
please contact the school on
03 5356 2235
for a tour and information package.

NOT TOO LATE P

SUNSMART
Just a reminder that as a part of our Sun Smart Policy all
children must wear a hat while outside during
Term 1 and Term 4. Q9
Hats are available from the school J

Cluster Cross Country
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This year’s Cluster Cross Country will take <

place on Friday 20th March at Halls Gap
Primary School.

Parents and family are more than welcome to attend.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Permission form will be sent home with next fortnights

newsletter

2026 Term Dates

Term 1

28th January - 2nd April
Term 2 &
20th April-26th June bk,
Term3

13th July-18" September

Term 4

5™ October-18" December

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Maths Olympics

Our Year 5/6 students will attend their first transition
session at Stawell Secondary College on Monday March
30th. Students will participate in a Maths Olympics at
the College. The activity provides an opportunity to use
the school bus to get to and from school, find their way
around a big school, use the canteen and meet and mix
with staff and students. All students in Year 5/6 are ex-
pected to attend this activity. If you have any questions,

please don’t hesitate to ask.

like us on
. facebook 1

Breakfast Program

Our Breakfast Program continues each Thursday.
Breakfast will be available from 8.30am - 8.50am
each Thursday morning.

Toast, cereal, baked beans and fruit will be on offer.
All students are most welcome to join us for break-
fast.

Camps, Sports and Excursion Funding

CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Govern-
ment to assist eligible families to cover the costs

of school trips, camps and sporting activities.
Please see eligibility criteria below. Application
forms are available from the office.

For audit reasons we require a copy of your conces-
sion card.

Eligibility

To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian
of a student attending a registered Government or
non- government Victorian primary or secondary
school must: on the first day of Term one, or Term
two

e Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of
the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be the holder
of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Cen-
trelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Conces-
sion Card (PCC) holder, or

e Be atemporary foster parent, and

Submit an application to the school by the due date

Absences, Late Arrivals and Early Departures

A reminder, ‘It’s not okay to be away!’ If your child is
absent from school, is arriving late or leaving early
we ask that you please send a text message to school
prior to 9:30am. We are required by DET to follow
up unexplained absences after 9.30am. A text
provides us with the written parental consent for an
absence.

Fruit Snack

Just a reminder that students can have a fruit snack
during the morning session. Please remember this
fruit needs to be quick and easy to eat, such as bana-
nas, carrots, grapes, sultanas etc.

Melons, oranges, nectarines are much better for
recess and lunchtime as they can make work sticky.

Second Hand Uniforms

We still have several second-hand uniforms for sale.
Polo shirts- Size 6 -Size 12 available $5 each
Rugby Jumpers-numerous sizes $10 each



Playgroup

Each Monday
Sessions for Term 1 will take

place each Monday from 10:00am to 11:00am.
Children are then welcome to join our students
for recess (11:00-11:30)

We are looking forward to another fun year of
activities.

PROTECT

Everyone has the right to be safe
and be protected from abuse.

No one should behave in a way that
makes you feel unsafe or afraid,
including anyone in your family,
anyone at school or anywhere else
in the community.

Tell a teacher or any adult at your
school if you feel unsafe.
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It's everyone's responsibility.
Adults at school must listen and
respond to concerns about
child abuse.

If you suspect abuse of any child
or young person, you have a
responsibility to report it,

even if you are not sure.

Further information & resources
www.education.vic.gov.au/protect

FRIDAY 13 MARCH
EVENING

7PM- 8PM| BARKLY STREET CRUISE
PRIZESTO BEWON!
7:00-11:30PM | SLIM & THE SPARKPLUGS @
ARARAT TOWN HALL

DOORS OPEN 6:15PM | BAR AVAILABLE

: SAURDAY 14 MARC
EVENING ¥

7JPM-11PM | THE JAILHOUSE ROCK BALL @

ARARAT TOWN HALL
ATURING STOMPIN' &8

AVAILABLE | D OPEN
9PM - LATE| SLIM & THE SPARKPLUGS @ THE
LEOPOLD HOTEL
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BOOK YOUR TIX FOR
LIVE MUSIC
PERFORMANCES ON

SATURDAY 14 MARCH
DAY I8

9:00AM - 1:00PM | SHOW US YOUR WHEELS CAR

LO0OPM|LUNCH @ THE LEOPOLD HOTEL
3:00PM | MOVIE AND HOTDOGS @ THE ASTOR
CINEMA ARARAT

SUNDAY 15 MARCH
DAY

10AM-2PM | JAILHOUSE ROCK FESTIVAL
SHOW @ ARARAT TURF CLUB

CAR, TRUCK + MOTORBIKE SHOW | LIVE MUSIC
HOSTED BY DJ JEFF + SUSANNE, FEAT. COBRA 455,
SLIM &t THE SPARKPLUGS & STOMPIN' 88'S | DANCE
FLOOR|FOOD VANS| FULL BAR AVAILABLE | KIDS
[NTERTAINMENT | TICKCTS AVAILADLE AT TIE
GATE - CASH OR EFTPOS
PRICES: FAMILY $25| ADULT $10] KIDS (12-18) 85|
UNDER 12 FREE
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NOTICE OF ELECTION AND CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of GREAT WESTERN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school from Thursday 26th February and must be lodged by 4.00

pm on
Friday 6th March
Parent members who have come to the end of their term: Ashlee Barry, Amy Carruthers

Vacant Parent member: 2 year term.

Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school.

The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for elec-
tion are as follows:

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further nominations

will be posted in a prominent position at the school.

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY TERM OF OFFICE NUMBER OF POSITIONS

From the day after the date of the
declaration of the poll in 2026 to and inclu- 3
sive of the date of the

declaration of the poll in 2028

Parent member

From the day after the date of the 0
declaration of the poll in 2026
to and inclusive of the date of the
declaration of the poll in 2028

Community member

DET member From the day after the date of the 0
declaration of the poll in 2026
to and inclusive of the date of the
declaration of the poll in 2028

Notice of election and call for nomination. Thursday 26th February

Closing date for nominations

Friday 6th March

Date by which the list of candidates will be displayed

Tuesday 10th March

Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and

Distributed if required

On or before Tuesday 10th March

Close of ballot

Friday 13th March

Vote Count/Declaration of ballot

Friday 13th March

Tentative first Council meeting to appoint

New members (the Principal will preside)

Wednesday 18th March

Tentative second Council meeting to elect office bearers

(the Principal will preside).

Monday 24th March




February

2 3 4 5 6
PREP REST DAY
LOTE
9 10 11 12 13
Responsible Pet PREP REST DAY MARC VAN SWIM PROGRAM
Owners Session Welcome Back BBQ, BOOK CLUB DUE
16 17 18 19 20
PREP REST DAY SWIM PROGRAM
SCHOOL COUNCIL
MEETING
LOTE
23 24 25 26 27
LEADERSHIP DAY PREP REST DAY MARC VAN SWIM PROGRAM
YEAR 6

March

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
2 3 4 5 6
CLUSTER DAY PREP REST DAY SWIM PROGRAM
EMERGENCY SERVICES
LOTE
9 10 11 12 13
LABOUR DAY SMILE SQUAD SMILE SQUAD MARC VAN SWIM PROGRAM
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
NAPLAN NAPLAN NAPLAN
16 17 18 19 20
SCHOOL COUNCIL CLUSTER CROSS
MEETING AGM COUNTRY
NAPLAN LOTE
23 24 25 26 27
MARC VAN
30 31
MATH OLYMPICS
YEAR 5/6

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Thursday 2nd April-Final Day Term 1 Monday 27th April School Athletic Sports



